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The Commands of Our Lord

BELIEVE IN ME
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

For those of us who have been born again (see LT0703) and then have repented (see LT0702) we are now commanded to believe in Jesus.  From a study of Romans 3 and other Scripture we know that only those to whom God has given faith can repent and believe in Jesus.  We have the wonderful promise of John 3:16 for those who do believe in Jesus:

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”

Believing in Jesus means that we believe every revealed aspect of the identity of Jesus Christ such as His role in the universe and His relationship to the Father.  For example, we believe that He was born of a virgin, physically died on the cross, was physically raised from the dead, lived a life in perfect obedience to God, is God, will come again to rule on earth, etc.  He also tells us that it is too late to believe in Him after we die:
John 11:26 “and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
Everyone will indeed believe that Jesus is God after they die but Jesus said that everyone who “lives and believes” shall then never be separated from the love of God.  Jesus also said that believing in God and believing in Jesus are one and the same:

John 14:1 “Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.”
Then we have the wonderful “Lord’s Prayer” of John 17:
John 17:20 “I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;

John 17:21 that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.”
Notice verse 20 says that Jesus is praying for those present at the time with Him AND for those who believe in Him through the word of those who were present (the New Testament writings).  So here Jesus is specifically praying for you and for me who believe in Him!

Paul also reminded Timothy that God demonstrated His perfect patience toward Paul as an example for others that would believe in Him for eternal life.  Paul described himself as chief among sinners and when we think back on his life before his born-again experience we can understand his comment for he ruthlessly persecuted the early church.  So Paul is saying that by giving him membership in the family of God, He demonstrated His perfect patience.  None of us are too sinful to be shown the mercy of God so that we can believe in Him!
1Tim 1:16 “And yet for this reason I found mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.”
So the beginning of our life as a child of God began when He caused us to be born again (LT0703) and gave us faith (bold and underlined is my addition):
Rom 12:3 “For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.”
Rom 5:1 “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,”
We were then able to repent (LT0702) and to continue to repent throughout our life.  Then we were able to obey the command to believe in Jesus as the corner stone of our life.  Next week we will look at how we are able to obey the command: “come to Him” as His disciple.  
It is also important to look at the result of not believing in Jesus and to look at the connection between believing in Jesus and obeying Him:

John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

Indeed if we believe all the revealed aspects of the identity of Jesus Christ we certainly will obey Him!

I think it would be wonderful for each of us to discuss these topics with other Christians as we also meditate on the concepts that are so fundamental to the life of a Christian.  Faith is a word so misused that I particularly request that you read my article on faith if you have not done so: http://livingtheology.com/Faith.htm.  
